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now returned to England, and never again revisited Georgia, In 1775 he was offered the command of the British army in America. He professed his readiness to accept the appointment, if the ministers would authorise him to assure the colonies that justice would be done them; but the command was given to Sir William Hfcwe. He died in August, 1785, at the age of ninety-seven, being the oldest general in the service. Nine years before his death, the province of Georgia, of which he was the father, had been raised to the rank of a sovereign, independent state, and was now acknowledged as such by the mother country, under whose auspices it had been
planted.
The importation of West India rum into the colony being prohibited by the original charter, all the commerce of the colony with those islands was suspended; and it was asserted by the settlers that the prohibition, by the same instrument, of negro slavery in the colony prevented the successful cultivation of their lands. This latter assertion was, however, disproved by the Moravian settlers, whose lands were always well cultivated, without the least assistance of negroes or other servants. Many complaints were also made by the settlers against the tenure by which they held their lands. But, whether owing to these causes or to the indolence and ignorance of the settlers, it is certain that, at the end of ten years, the people obtained with difficulty < a scanty subsistence. These apparent disadvantages deterred many emigrants from settling in the colony. It was useless to complain to the trustees, who disregarded all their petitions for a redress of grievances; and the colony languished until 1752, when the charter passed into the hands of the king, and the colony enjoyed the same privileges, and advanced in population and wealth as rapidly, as the neighbouring provinces.*
